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Press Release

Fitchburg Art Museum presents finnish jewelry

The Fitchburg Art Museum is pleased to announce the opening of its new exhibition, All That Glitters – Finnish Jewelry on March 28, 2010.  The exhibition will run until June 6th and is the only venue of this stunning collection on the East Coast.  The 200 pieces on view were part of larger exhibition held at the Helsinki Design Museum in the fall of 2009. Visitors will see the development of Finnish craftsmanship from the 1930’s to the present day.   

The exhibition starts with the unique and refined jewelry designs of the 1930’s, depicted by Eva Gyldén’s elegant cameos. Following the Second World War, new trends emerged producing a style now recognized around the world as modern Finnish jewelry.  Examples of work by well-known designers of the period — Bertel Gardberg, Eero Rislakku, Börje Rajalin, Elis Kauppi, Paula Häiväoja and Björn Weckström are on exhibit.

In recent decades, jewelry art has become a prominent aspect of the Finnish design field.  The 1970s brought a change, where the emphasis was placed on the artistic uniqueness of the jewelry pieces themselves. 1970 designers such as Eila Minkkinen and Tapio Wirkkala worked with a range of metals including silver and brass, and this period presents a colorful and thought-provoking section of the exhibition.

The Museum Curator, Kirstina Durocher believes that "as a wearable art form, jewelry becomes a creative and expressive statement for both the artist and the person wearing it. Each piece in this exhibition is a magnificent work of art, displaying superb craftsmanship, innovative use of materials, and reflects the artist's distinct creative impulses."
The stunning collection comes from several private collections, artists, designers, and museums and is not to be missed.  Please call on 978 345 4207 or visit www.fitchburgartmuseum.org http://www.fitchburgartmuseum.org . The Museum is wheelchair accessible and is located at 25 Merriam Parkway, Fitchburg, MA
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1. Seppo Tamminen, necklace, 1971. Brass, Photo Rauno Träskelin.
About the Fitchburg Art Museum

The Fitchburg Art Museum is one of North Central Massachusetts’s oldest and most treasured cultural institutions, founded in 1925 through a bequest of artist and educator Eleanor Norcross.  Fourteen galleries house a diverse collection of over 3,000 objects spanning more than fifty centuries. These include American and European paintings, prints, drawings and decorative arts as well as Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Asian and Pre-Columbian antiquities, and changing exhibitions.  

Highlights from the permanent painting collections include masterworks from John Singleton Copley, Rockwell Kent,  Joseph Stella, Raoul Dufy and Joseph Wright of Derby.

New Hours: Wednesday – Friday, Noon – 4pm, Saturday and Sunday 11 am – 5 pm.  Closed Monday’s.

Admission: Free for members; $7 for adults,  $5 for seniors and students (13+).  Fitchburg Art Museum supports Fitchburg’s First Thursday program and is free from 4.00 p.m. – 8 p.m. every first Thursday of the month.  The Museum is wheelchair accessible.  

Info: Call 978 345 4207 or visit www.fitchburgartmusuem.org/. 

Contacts: Peter Timms – Director. Email -  ptimms@fitchburgartmusuem.org. Phone – 978 342 4207 ext 301

Fiona Casey –Director of Marketing. 

Email – fcasey@fitchburgartmuseum.org or phone – 978-342-4207 ext 312
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